PAPERS AND PUBLICATION
Those who wish to present a paper should send a
summary (400–500 words) by email to St. Andrew’s
Institute by 1 August 2022. The Organizing Committee
selects papers for the Conference and sends invitations to
the speakers. The working language of the conference will
be English.
Upon arrival at the conference every participant will
receive summaries of all the papers and the conference
programme. Papers are scheduled for 20 minutes each.
Some of the papers will be published in St. Andrew’s
quarterly Pages: Theology, Culture, Education.
Registrations, summaries and papers should be sent to:
St. Andrew’s Biblical Theological Institute
Jerusalem St. 3, Moscow, 109316, Russia
Email: bbi.standrews@gmail.com, standrews@yandex.ru
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ORGANIZATION AND ACCOMMODATION
The Conference will assemble on Tuesday 27 September
for the opening ceremony and the first session in the
evening. Participants will depart after breakfast on Friday
30 September.
The Conference will be held in the well-known spiritual
and academic centre, the Monastery of Bose. The
organizers will provide accommodation and meals.
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THEME OF THE CONFERENCE
The digital age that began in the second half of the
20th century with the invention and extensive use of
computers has brought radical changes to our
society. At the turn of the 21st century digital
technologies (such as personal computers, mobile
phones, the internet with social networks, new
media, etc.) have become an integral part of our
everyday life. They affect every sphere of it: work,
study, leisure, communication, creativity; indeed,
the digital age is changing our self-understanding as
humans.
Religion and spirituality also do not remain
unaffected by this epochal change. New ways of
practicing religion and worshipping God are
gradually penetrating into traditional religiosity, even
in the least technologically developed corners of the
globe. And this concerns not only “technical” aspects
of religion and spirituality (e.g., apps on mobile
devices that assist with prayer, sermons livestreamed
through
the
internet,
religious
communities based on internet communication
rather than on the physical presence of their
members in a certain place, and even the Eucharist
celebrated online). Digital technologies change the
way we think about the world, about ourselves, and
about God.

To take just one example, the digital age has created
“virtual reality” which can perhaps be regarded as a
new kind of reality in addition to “physical” and
“mental” ones. This reality is populated by virtual
beings (built around computer programs) that are
able to develop and to reproduce themselves
independently of us humans, and to communicate
with us. This raises a serious question as to how the
religious imagination should react to this new reality.
Can religious experience somehow extend to it and,
if yes, what kind of spirituality could this experience
lead to?
Contemporary people are becoming increasingly
dissatisfied with traditional religious mythologies,
conceptions and imageries, as already the “New Age”
spirituality of the second half of the 20th century has
clearly shown. The digital environment of today
opens new possibilities for the religious imagination
and, probably, for creating new religious languages
and practices. The forthcoming conference aims to
reflect theologically and philosophically on different
aspects of the digital age (such as virtual reality,
artificial intelligence and “transhumanism”, but also
new forms of communities built with the aid of digital
technologies) that have or may have a serious impact
on religion and spirituality.

